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A kg of cow dung will sell for 250: G1r1ra]

@tlmesgroup com

Nagpur: Union minigter for

anhimal husbandry, dairy de-
velopment and fisheries Gi-
riraj Singh on Saturday said
cow dung would be sold for a
price of minimum 50 a kg
when he implements his mo-
del of rescuing stray cattle.
The minister, whohadpre-
viously courted controversi-
es on mob lynching over alle-
ged beef and cow-vigilantism,
didn’t elaborate on his propo-
sed model for stray cattle du-
ring hi¥ speech at Agrovision
at Suresh Bhat Auditorium.
“Cow, buffalo and stray
animals population has in-
creased somuch that they are
roamingonroads.Iwillensu-
re that a kg of cow dung will
sell for a minimum Z50. When
this happens, no one will
abandon cattle to stray on ro-

The mirs

ads.Then, incasesomeonese-
es these cattle on roads they
will take them home to earn
Rs50 perkg,” Singh said.

He also ridiculed those
who prefer to call cattle stra-
ys. “During the last parlia-
ment session, a question was
raised in the house about the
fate of stray cattle. [ replied

by saying that these are hel-
pless animalsand it is we who
are stray (awara) who let
them loose. It is my life’s aim
tohelpthesehelplessanimals
whether I remain a minister
and MP or not,” he said.

The minister said he will
campaignacross the country
and set up a model. “Once

Cow, buffalo
and stray
animal population
has increased so
much that they are
roaming on roads. |
will ensure that a kg
of cow dung will sell
for aminimumz50- .
GIRIRAJ SINGH | union
MINISTER FOR ANIMAL
* HUSBANDRY, DAIRY
DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES

thismodel is implemented, it
will bring about a revolution
in the country,” he said.
Lamenting the lack of re-
searchers in agriculture,
Singh said, “Once I was invi-

ted toBanaras Hindu Univer-

sity where school kids were
present. When I asked how
many wanted to be an IAS,

one wants ‘to die.

IPS, doctor or engineer, ma-
ny raised their hands. But
whenIasked how many wan-
ted to be agriculture scien-
tist, only 15, including five
girls, raised theirhands. Five
withdrew when I asked the
VC to note down their names
and I will track their care-
ers,” hesaid.

Comparing the present
agrariancrisis withamytho-
logical tale, he said every one
wants to go to heaven but no
“After
Tunch, I asked kids at BHU if
they liked the food. They had
no answer when I asked if
they can eat a software chip!
Everyone wants food but no
wantstobeafarmer,” hesaid.

He appealed to the far-
mers to go for livestock rea-
ring with farming. “If this
model had been there, the co-
untry would have be much
ahead,”hesaid.



UNION Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandryand Dairying
Giriraj Singh on Saturday said
that progress of farmersisnotpos-
sible if they continue to practice
traditional methods of farming,

“It is necessary that the farm-
ers adopt new technology and
alsoadopt dairy farming, fishery
and livestock to increase their
income,” he said while address-
ing the large gathering of farm-
ers and others at the seminar
organised in Suresh Bhat
Auditorium in Reshimbagh on
Saturday.

Giriraj Singh inaugurated the
seminar in presence of Dilip Rath,

. Chairman of National Dairy

Development Board (NDDB), Dr
C D Mayee, President of
Agrovision Consultant
Committee, Ravindra Boratkar,
Organising  Secretary  of
Agrovision, Dr Ashish Paturkar,
Vice Chancellor of MAFSU;
Nagpur, Prashant Wasnik, of
MaharashtraAnimaland Fishery
Sciences University, Nagpur, M
B Patil, Director, Central Institute

PT 2L 1 7&5

—
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Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Giriraj Singh lighting the traditional lamp to
inaugurate the seminar organised in Suresh Bhat Auditorium, Reshimbagh on Saturday.

for Cotton Research, Nagpur, PA
Ghosh, DrN P and Dr R D Kokne.

Giriraj Singh stressed on the
needto change the croppingpat-
tern too, saying that this was the
need of the hour. He also con-
veyed that presently Indja holds

leadership position in milk pro-
duction but it is due to the high
costofproductionthatitbecomes
unaffordable and thusitdoes not
yield much benefit to the farm-

- ers. To counter this situation,

farmers should réar two or five

cattle which would yield
them organic compost or vermi-
compost.

Similarly, based on require-
ment they can produce cattle-
feed and can further engage in
poultry breeding which would

NITAVADRA

Take up dairy farming, fishery & livestock to increase income: Giriraj

Fodder to be grown on MAFSU land: Dilip Rat

IT IS very important to generate good and nutritional fodde
take the milk production in Vidarbha upto 3 to 4 lakh litres. Fos
same, National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and Maharas
Animal and Fishery Sciences University (MAESU) have entered
a pact to grow high-nutrition cattle feed on the vacant land v

in university premises, informed Dilip Rath, nrmﬁ.nm: of Nati

‘Dairy Development Board.

This would emnn.mﬁ the local farmers of the region. Rath
informed the gatherihg about Agriculture Training Centres c
ing up in Amravati and Wardha shortly, he added.

create a holistic cycle of milk,
cattle feed, bio-gas, compost thus
making the farm and farmer
self-sufficient, he said.

“We are expecting large-scale
foreign investments in this area
in ‘coming 10 years. Alongside
this there would be growth in
milk production and processing
industry,” he said.

- Singh also expressed hope that
in times to come people from
agriculture based industry could
lead the country to glory.

DrCDMayeesaid, “Agrovision
is initiated with the sole objec-
tive of contributingto farmingand
farmers. This has caused a very

positiveimpactin theregio
hasalso beeninstrumental
increase in milk productio

Dr Paturkar emphasised ¢
provisionof nutritional fod
ensure production of more
tity and qualitative milk. D
his address he highlightec
they have entered into.a co
to process regular fodder s
it can be adapted for
accordingly: :

The entire programme
conducted by Renuka De
Ravindra Boratkar propos
vote of thanks.

The seminar was atteng
a large number of farmers
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ck rearing can develop

farmers, says Giriraj Singh

"

® Seminar on ‘Milk production an

LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK
NAGPUR, NOV 23

In India agriculture pro-
duction is done as per the
‘size of the land. Hence
farmers should increasg
livestock and develo
themselves. This Wwouulc
definitely increase the eco-
nomic situation in the
country. If livestock
increases in the country, it
would increase employ-
ment for , farmers and
youth as livestock would
give definite 365 days work
to farmers, stated Union
minister of animal hus-
bandry, dairying and fish-
eries Giriraj Singh.

He was speaking as the
chief guest during a semi-
nar on ‘Milk production
and - processing in
Vidarbha’ held at
Kavivarya Suresh Bhat
auditorium by  Agro
Vision. NDDB chairman
Dilip Rath, Agriculture
Scientists’ Recruitment

,”‘\\\ |

1411

Union minister for animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries Giriraj Singh addressing the
gathering at Suresh Bhat auditorium in the city on Saturday.

Board chairman A K
Mishra, Ashish Paturkar,
Prashant Wasnik, N V
Patil, P K Ghosh, R D
Kokne, Satyander Singh
Arya, Laxminarayan
Mishra, C D Maye and
Ravi Boratkat were pres-

ent on the dais.

Giriraj Singh stated that
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari’s work to provide
information to farmers
and youth through Agro
Vision was praiseworthy.
Farmers should change

“

crop pattegn and start live-
stock rearing. The country
produces 1.70 lakh tons
milk and it is increasing
every yeal: .

Dairy has hﬂ percent
share. Agriculture based
livestock would have devel-

d processing in Vidarbha’ organised by Agro Vi§ion

oped the country faster.
Livestock exports is 75 to
80 thousand crores which

is double the textile indus-

try. CIR has stated that
huge investments would
be made in agriculture
base food processing
industry. -

Fodder Wwould also have
to be increased along with
milk. Tragically farmers
do not want their children
to become farmers. People
will turn towards agricul-
ture if investment value is
less, Giriraj Singh said.

Dilip Rath said that,
Agro Vision has brought
about huge transforma-
tion in Vidarbha's milk
production. Mother Dairy
has a target of collecting
3.5 lakh liters milk per day
within two years.

Dr C D Maye introduced
the programme while Ravi
Boratkar proposed vote of
thanks. Farmers in large
numbers attended the pro-
gramme.
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